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SUBJECT: PRESS MATERIAL 

HEREWITH LAURENCE STERN-MICHAEL GETLER BYLINER SUNDAY 
WASHINGTON POST USED AS SIDEBAR TO WOODWARD-BERNSTEIN LEAD 
ARTICLE. IS HEADED "THE INFIGHTING": 

A SECRET DIPLOMACY THAT REVERSED THE MAIN CURRENTS OF 
UNITED STATES FOREIGN POLICY LED TO EXTRAORDINARY 
STRUGGLES FOR INFORMATION BETWEEN THE PENTAGON AND THE WHITE 
HOUSE DURING 1971. 
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THE DIPLOMACY, WHICH EMBRACED A WIDE RANGE OE INITI- 
ATIVES INCLUDING RAPPROACHEMENT WITH THE SOVIET UNION AND 
CHINA AS WELL AS A BREAK-THROUGH ON STRATEGIC ARMS 
NEGOTIATIONS, WAS LIMITED TO THE PRESIDENT, HIS 
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NATIONAL SECURITY AFFAIRS ADVISER, HENRY A. KISSINGER AND 
A FEW STAFF AIDE S. 

ONE HIGH-RANKING FORMER OFFICIAL SAID THE EXTRAORDI- 
NARY INTRA-GOVERNMENT AL SECRECY PRECAUTIONS APPLIED BY 

KISSINGER CONSTITUTED "A WAR AGAINST THE BUREAUCRACY TO A 
REMARKABLE DEGREE." 

ANOTHER FORMER NATIONAL SECURITY POLICY-MAKER BASED 
IN THE WHITE HOUSE SAID, "IT WAS ALWAYS THE OPERATING 
PRINCIPLE THAT IMPORTANT THINGS WERE KEPT OUT OF THE 
NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL SYSTEM COMPLETELY." THIS EX- 
CLUDED THE MILITARY FROM VIRTUALLY ALL ACCESS TO THE NEW 
DIPLOMATIC INITIATIVES. 

THE ATOMSPHERE OF PRIVACY THAT ENVELOPED THE NIXON 
ADMINISTRATIONS FOREIGN AND NATIONAL SECURITY POLICIES 
EXTENDED TO THE STATE DEPARTMENT AND THE ARMS CONTROL AND 
DISARMAMENT AGENCY, WHICH WAS RESPONSIBLE FOR DEVELOPING 
STRATEGIC ARMS POEICY. 

"THERE WAS A STRONG FEELING THAT THE WHOLE NSC 
MECHANISM WAS A SHELL GAME MANAGED BY HENRY," SAID A 
FORMER OFFICIAE. 

KISSINGER'S ADVOCATES, ON THE OTHER HAND, ARGUE THAT 
IN ORDER TO ACHIEVE THE NIXON ADMINISTRATION'S NEW OBJEC- 
TIV ES IT WAS VITAL TO OPERATE SECRETLY IN ORDER TO SHUT 
OUT THOSE IN THE BUREAUCRACY WHO WERE COMMITTED TO TRA- 
DITIONAL COLD WAR DOCTRINE. 

IT WAS IN THIS CONTEXT, ACCORDING TO INFORMED OFFI- 
CIALS, THAT THE UNAUTHORIZED TRANSFER OF NATIONAL SECURITY 
COUNCIL MINUTES AND DOCUMENTS WAS CARRIED OUT BY PENTAGON 
MILITARY REPRESENTATIVES IN THE WHITE HOUSE. 
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THE MATERIAL SPECIFICALLY INCLUDED TRANSCRIPTS OF 
DELIBERATIONS BY THE NSC'S WASHINGTON SPECIAL ACTION 
GROUP (WAS AG) ON THE INDO-PAKINTANI WAR IN DECEMBER, 1971. 

BUT IT INCLUDED OTHER SENSITIVE RECORDS FROM THE VARIOUS 
NSC SUBCOMMITTEES OVER WHICH KISSINGER PRESIDED AS 
SPECIAL ASSISTANT FOR NATIONAL SECURITY AFFAIRS. 

IN A NEW DEVELOPMENT YESTERDAY THE WHITE HOUSE 
BRANDED AS "INACCURATE" A CHICAGO SUN-TIMES REPORT THAT 
KISSINGER ORDERED A PHONE TAPPED IN 1971 IN THE OFFICE OF 
THEN-SECRETARY OF DEFENSE MELVIN R. LAIRD. 

AUTHORITIATIVE SOURCES INSISTED YESTERDAY THAT THE 
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REPORT ALLIDES TO THE PREVIOUSLY ANNOUNCED TAPPING OF 
THE TELEPHONE OE LT. GEN. ROBERT E. PURSLEY, EORMER SENIOR 
MILITARY ASSISTANT TO LAIRD. THE PURSLEY TAP WAS ONE OE 
17 FBI WIRETAPS ORDERED BY THE PRESIDENT ALTER CONSULTATION 

WITH THEN ATTORNEY GENERAL JOHN N. MITCHELL AND WITH 
KISSINGER. THE LIST INCLUDED 13 GOVERNMENT OEEICIA LS AND 
LOUR NEWSPAPER MEN. 

THE SUN-TIMES ALSO REPORTED A WIRELESS MICROPHONE 
WAS PLACED IN THE WHITE HOUSE OEFICE OE WAYNE SMITH, 

EORMER NSC STAFE ASSISTANT TO KISSINGER. THERE WERE 
SUSPICIONS, THE NEWSPAPER SAID, THAT THE BUGGING WAS 
CARRIED OUT BY MILITARY OEEICIALS. 

SMITH SAID YESTERDAY THE FIRST WORD HE HAD ON THE BUG 
WAS THE SUN-TIMES REPORT. HE SAID THE THOUGHT NEVER 
OCCURRED TO HIM THAT HE MIGHT BE A TARGET EOR EAVES- 
DROPPING WHILE HE WAS IN THE GOVERNMENT. BUT ALTER THE 
SUREACING OE THE WATERGATE AEFAIRS HE ACKNOWLEDGED THAT HE 
THOUGHT HE MIGHT HAVE BEEN THE TARGET OE THE EAVESDROPPING. 
HIS OEFICE WAS A LOCAL POINT EOR BOTH STRATEGIC ARMS AND 
VIETNAM POLICY. 

SMITH STRESSED HOWEVER, THAT HE HAD NO EVIDENCE 
AT ALL THAT HIS OEFICE HAD IN EACT BEEN BUGGED. 

THE YEAR 1971 WAS A CRITICAL ONE EOR ALL THE MAJOR 
LINES OE INNOVATION IN NIXON ADMINISTRATION EOREIGN 
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POLICY. 

ON MAY 20, 1971, PRESIDENT NIXON AND THE SOVIET PARTY 
LEADER LEONID I. BREZHNEV MADE A DRAMATIC JOINT ANNOUNCE- 
MENT THAT WAS TO BREAK THE DEADLOCK ON THE EIRST 
STAGE OE THE STRATEGIC ARMS LIMITATION AGREEMENT. 
KNOWLEDGEABLE OEEICIALS CONTEND THAT LAIRD, SECRETARY OE 
STATE WILLIAM P. ROGERS AND GERARD SMITH, CHIEF OF THE 
SALT NEGOTIATING DELEGATION, WERE KEPT IN THE DARK UNTIL 
THE EVE OE THE PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT. 

"A LOT OE NOSES GOT OUT OF JOINT ON THAT ONE," SAID 
AN AUTHORATIVE SOURCE. 

KISSINGER'S DEALINGS WITH THE SOVIET UNION ON SALT 
WERE OE CRITICAL CONCERN TO THE PENTAGON. U.S. 

STRATEGIC MILITARY POLICY TOWARD THE SOVIET UNION IS AN 
IMPORTANT DETERMINATION OE THE SIZE OE THE PENTAGON'S 
BUDGET, ITS MISSILE EORCE AND ITS TARGETING PROGRAM. 

THE ARMY'S MAIN ROLE IS TO CONTAIN THE SOVIET UNION 
IN EUROPE. THE NAVY'S IS TO KEEP OPEN THE ATLANTIC SEA 
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LANES. AND THE PRIMARY ROLE OE THE AIR FORCE IS TO MAIN- 
TAIN PARITY IP NOT DOMINANCE IN AIR SPACE AGAINST THE 
SOVIET UNION, THE ONLY WORLD POWER WITH MISSILE AND 
BOMBER DELIVERY SYSTEMS CAPABLE OP DESTROYING THE UNITED 
STATES. 

UNDER THE CIRCUMSTANCES, ACCORDING TO ONE FORMER 
OFPICIAL, THE MILITARY "WAS SURPRISINGLY DOCILE" IN ITS 
DEALINGS WITH THE NSC. "I AM NOT AWARE OF WHAT I WOULD 
CALL A REALLY BRUISING STRUGGLE . . . YOU COULD NEVER HAVE 
SOMETHING LIKE THE ADMIRAL'S REVOLT (OF THE POST- WORLD 
WAR II PERIOD) OVER THE BIG BOMBER," HE SAID. 

KISSINGER ANTICIPATED DEEP AND ORGANIZED OPPOSI- 
TION TO HIS POLICIES, A KNOWLEDGEABLE FORMER OFFICIAL 
REPORTED, BUT IT NEVER FORMED. "MUCH OF THE BITTERNESS 
AND BITCHINESS IN THE BUREAUCRACY WAS BASED ON THE BE- 
LIEF THAT IT WAS A RIGGED GAME AND THAT THEY WOULD NEVER 
KNO W UNTIL THE FINAL MOMENT WHAT THE GAME WAS," THIS 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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FORMER OFFICIAL SAID. 

THE PRESIDENT ANNOUNCED HIS CHINA TRIP IN JULY, 1971, 

AND HIS VISIT TO THE SOVIET UNION THE POLLOWING OCTOBER. 
FOREIGN AFFAIRS STRATEGISTS IN THE WHITE HOUSE AND 
STATE DEPARTMENT QUESTIONED THE WISDOM OF ANNOUNCING THE 
TRIP TO MOSCOW EIGHT MONTHS IN ADVANCE. THEIR REASONING 
WAS THAT IT WOULD GIVE THE SOVIET UNION ENOUGH TIME TO 
PUT MR. NIXON IN A DIPLOMATIC BIND BECAUSE OF THE HEAVY 
PRESSURE ON HIM TO CONCLUDE A DEAL IN MOSCOW. THERE IS A 
CONSENSUS WITHIN GOVERNMENT THAT THE ANALYSTS WERE RIGHT. 

IN JANUARY, 1971, THE PRESIDENT ALSO STUNNED THE 
BUREAUCRACY WIT HIS DISCLOSURE OF KISSINGER'S SECRET 
DIPLOMACY IN VIETNAM. THE REVELATION OF KISSINGER'S SOLO 
NEGOTIATIONS WITH THE NORTH VIETNAMESE WAS NEWS EVEN TO 
MANY OFFICIALS WORKING ON THE NEGOTIATIONS. 

ONE OF THE CONTINUING ENIGMAS IN THE STRAINED RE- 
LATIONS BETWEEN THE PENTAGON AND WHITE HOUSE IS THE ROLE 
OF ALEXANDER M. HAIG, JR., THEN KISSINGER'S TOP AIDE, 

WHO MAINTAINED CONTACT WITH HIS OLD COLLEAGUES ACROSS THE 
POTOMAC RIVER. 

HAIG, ACCORDING TO AN AMERICAN BROADCASTING CO. 

REPORT, PLAYED A KEY ROLE IN TRANSPERRING NSC INFORMATION 
TO THE JOINT CHIEPS OF STAFF. THE NETWORK QUOTED HAIG 
AS DENYING THE REPORT WITH THE OBSERVATION THAT, "I CANNOT 
BE RESPONSIBLE POR OTHERS MISREADING MY POSITION." 

IN THE VIEW OF INFORMED OPFICIALS, THE SO-CALLED 
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IN NO WAY A "SEVEN DAYS IN MAY" SCENARIO WITH OVERTONES 
OF MILITARY CHALLENGE TO CIVILIAN AUTHORITY. 

"THE MILITARY WAS TRYING TO MAINTAIN WHAT HAD BEEN 
LEGALLY ACCESSIBLE IN THE PAST AND WHICH WAS SLOWLY BEING 
CHOCKED OFF," OBSERVED AN OFFICIAL OUTSIDE THE PENTAGON. 

SEVERAL KNOWLEDGEABLE SOURCES DISCOUNTED RECENT PRESS 
REPORTS THAT THE MUTUAL SURVEILLANCE INCIDENT WAS THE ONE 
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CITED BY PRESIDENT NIXON AS THE "NATIONAL SECURITY" MATTER 
THAT FIGURED IN EFFORTS LAST SPRING TO LIMIT INVESTIGATION 
OF THE WHITE HOUSE PLUMBERS. 

"I CAN THINKF A NUMBER OF NATIONAL SECURITY- 
RELATED MATTERS IN THE INVESTIGATION OF GREATER CONSE- 
QUENCE THAN THIS ONE," SAID ONE SOURCE WITH FULL ACCESS 
TO THE WATERGATE PROSECUTION. (END TEXT). RUSH 

UNQUOTE RUSH 
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